
 

 

THE GREEN LIGHT IS GIVEN FOR THE FIRST EDITION OF THE  
 MOTOR VALLEY FEST IN EMILIA-ROMAGNA, THE “LAND OF MOTORS” – 

TAKING PLACE THIS MONTH 
 

 ITALY, MODENA, MAY 16-19, 2019 
 
 

Modena, 10th of May 2019 –  
 
Engines are roaring for this month’s launch of Motor Valley Fest, the first free-admission festival 
devoted to cars and motors, which will take place from Thursday 16 to Sunday 19 May 2019 in 
Modena, the heart of the Italian Motor Valley and the countries capital of gastronomy.  
 
Motor Valley Fest will showcase some of Italy’s famous two and four wheel motor brands, such as 
Ferrari, Maserati, Lamborghini, Dallara, Pagani and Ducati as well as the artistic and food and wine 
excellences of the territory, including the cuisine of one of the region’s most famous Michelin-
starred chefs, Massimo Bottura. 
 
Located in the city of Modena, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Motor Valley Fest will take place in 
some of the city’s most charming and interesting locations, including the Piazza Duomo, the 
Ghirlandina, the Autodrome and the Novi Sad Park, which will be the beating heart of the event. 
 
Motor Valley Fest will offer visitors a real 'motor experience', between tradition and innovation, 
from admiring custom-built and racing cars, to witnessing the timeless cars of the 1000Miglia race, 
which will pass Modena on Saturday 18 May, and the rare chance to see a Ferrari Tribute (known 
as the historic get-together of the Prancing Horse). Ample space will also be dedicated to new 
technologies in the automotive sector, thanks to a series of engaging and interesting events. 
 
This year’s first edition of Motor Valley Fest is divided into three "pillars" under the categories of 
Innovation & Talents, Expo and Adrenaline, and the festival will officially begin with a conference 
on "The Future of the Automotive" which will take place Thursday 16 May at 9.30am at the Teatro 
Comunale Luciano Pavarotti. This will end with the cutting of the ribbon at 12.30pm inside the 
Motor Valley Village, set up in the prestigious setting of the courtyard of the Palazzo Ducale, site 
of the Military Academy of Modena. 
 
The Innovation & Talents pillar, located in the Open Laboratory (at the Ex AEM Central area), will 
involve the largest companies in the sector, with as many as 35 start-up companies selected as 
being among the best in the national and international territory as well as numerous Italian 
universities, cultivating a vibrant environment to exchange and hear about cutting-edge business 
ideas in the motor industry. This will be an unmissable opportunity for young talents, thanks to the 



 

 

several talks introduced by major companies in the sector such as Hpe Coxa, Dallara, Ducati, 
Bosch, Lamborghini, Accenture, Continental and Pirelli. 
 
Meanwhile, the 'Expo' pillar will allow enthusiasts and curious people to immerse themselves in 
the city centre of Modena to admire avant-garde models and timeless jewels of the Italian 
automotive tradition. Guests can enjoy exhibitions from the likes of the Alfa Romeo Museum and 
the Stanguellini Museum, as well as amazing displays from the Enzo Ferrari Museum dedicated to 
the "timeless masterpieces" of the Prancing Horse, and the Ferrari Museum in Maranello, 
celebrating the Scuderia's 90 years anniversary. 
 
To animate the Modena racetrack will be the ‘Adrenalin’ pillar where visitors can become 
immersed in the overwhelming world of racing cars with exciting demonstrations and test drives 
at the Motor1Days event, taking place for Saturday 18 May. The Autodrome will also host the 
Italian stage of Roborace, the first championship in the world of self-driving cars, which will 
perform for the public on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 May. Plus, on the track set up outside the 
Pala Molza, tomorrow's young racing champions will be able to experience the thrill of go-karting, 
with safe driving courses for children. 
 
Great expectations are also in place for the F1, Ferrari XX and Ferrari Challenge at the Novi Sad 
Park, where on Saturday 18 May from 2.30 pm, the great Paddock of the Prancing Horse will be on 
display. To experience the thrill of the race tracks, at the Motor Sim Show in Piazza Sant’Agostino 
it will also be possible to try virtual F1 simulators, supercars and rallies, offering visitors the chance 
to have fun and live their own adrenaline-fuelled experiences. 
 
Plus it’s not just engines that guests will be able to marvel at over the weekend. Modena is also 
renowned for its exceptional food and wine and restaurants;  Consorzio Modena a Tavola will 
offer tastings of dishes known to be loved by some of the best drivers and VIPs linked to the world 
of motoring, such as Michele Alboreto, Gilles Villenueve, Enzo Ferrari, Clay Regazzoni, and many 
others. Moreover, Piazza Matteotti, thanks to Piacere Modena, will become the "Piazza del Gusto" 
(Square of the Taste), and will host three days of events, tastings, cooking shows and much more, 
all dedicated to traditional certified products (DOP and IGP) that the region of Emilia Romagna is 
home to.  
 
The Motor Valley Fest will also continue into the evenings with the action not stopping as the 
nights draw in. Highlights include the ‘Night of the Engines’ taking place on Friday 17 May and 
Nessun Dorma (the white night) on Saturday 18 May. Over the course of the festival, the city 
showcases will remain open beyond the closing time, offering cultural activities to suit every taste, 
including art exhibitions, screenings, live music, food trucks, animations for children, street artists 
and dance performances. Even the city museums will extend the opening hours until midnight! 
 
Motor Valley Fest is organized and supported by: Emilia-Romagna Region tourist board - APT 
Servizi, Municipality of Modena, Bologna Fiere with Edimotive Motor1, Meneghini & Associati, 



 

 

Motor Valley Development Association, Vision Up and ACI Modena, with the contribution of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Modena, Cassa di Risparmio di Modena Foundation, Bper Banca and 
thanks to the POR- FERS 2014-2020 funds of the Emilia-Romagna Region. 
 
 
Programme and info available at www.motorvalleyfest.it  
 

           


